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It is not always who is right, but what is right, that is important. — 
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	THE FOLLOWING IS WRITTEN WITH TWO OVERRIDING GOALS IN MIND: SPORTSMANSHIP & ENJOYMENT! 

CAPTAINS: PLEASE SHARE THIS MESSAGE WITH ALL YOUR PLAYERS.



BorderTown Slo Pitch Association (BTSPL) is committed to promoting good sportsmanship and developing and maintaining a safe and healthy environment for competition, which is accompanied by the responsibility to act with dignity, integrity and respect at all times. 

Individuals associated with BTSPL are expected to conduct themselves in such a manner that represents BTSPL and to observe the tenets of good sportsmanship, honesty, fairness, dignity, civility and respect. 

The captain is the official representative of his/her team unless he or she appoints another player as team captain prior to the game. The captain is responsible for his or her team abiding by rules. 
We request your cooperation by supporting the players and officials in a positive manner. Profanity, alcohol or other intimidating actions directed at officials, players, captains or team representatives will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal from game-play. All players are expected to know BTSPL rules and expectations: 

1. To observe and support BTSPL rules of the game. 

2. Placing fairness first as a goal in all competition. 

3. Taking personal responsibility for high standards of play and conduct. 

4. Showing civility toward competitors, captains and officials. To respect the integrity and judgment of the officials. 
5. Playing cleanly while playing hard. 

6. Showing maturity and integrity in conduct on and off the field of play. 

7. Being a gracious competitor and accepting both wins and losses, treating umpire calls with dignity. 

8. To treat opponents with respect and dignity, showing cordial courtesy to all visiting teams. 
9. Foster an environment that encourages reasoned discourse and respect for the rights of all individuals. 

PLAY TO HAVE FUN & PLEASE DO NOT SPOIL THE FUN FOR OTHERS!

Our goal at BTSPL is for everyone to have fun. Although certain types of disputes are "part of the game", unsportsmanlike conduct will result in ejection from the game. Profanity or verbal abuse directed at the umpire will result in an ejection from the game and a mandatory one game suspension from the next immediate contest. Any physical contact with the umpire and any shoving or fighting between players will result in ejection from the game and suspension for the balance of the season. Anyone ejected from the game for unsportsmanlike conduct must immediately leave the confines of the park.

League Executive has final authority to make decisions pertaining to all BTSPL rules, regulations and schedules. League Executive reserves the right to review and amend suspensions. League Executive shall be authorized to impose such penalties/ judgment the case warrants (cases where further punitive action is required, unsolicited physical contact which would constitute assault, intent to injure, returning to field after ejection and continue abuse and/or threaten opponents or officials).

League Executive, on finding that additional action is required, may take any of the following actions: 

1. Private Reprimand to the individual. 

2. Disqualification of the involved individual(s) from future competition as deemed appropriate. 

3. Suspension from participating in the Year-End Championships. 

General Principle. 
Captains/Players/Umpires associated with BTSPL are expected to deport themselves with honesty, integrity and fair play.  Their behavior shall at all times reflect the standards of honour and dignity that characterize participation in BTSPL. Displays of sports-like behavior and mutual respect of competitors and officials is considered an integral part of BTSPL.  Captains, players and officials shall abide by the rules governing BTSPL and fully cooperate in any and all inquiries related to possible violations of those rules.

Captains, we implore you to read and observe the rules set out for you and communicate said to your players and explicitly set forth below: 

BTSPL CODE OF CONDUCT/DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES
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Verbal abuse, vulgarity and objectionable demonstrations towards a player, captain, umpire. Umpires normally issue a warning. If disregarded, the player faces ejection from the game and from areas surrounding the field. Any player ejected from a game must leave the field/facility immediately.  Ejected players cannot harass the umpire and must leave the playing field, dugout and must demonstrate sportsmanlike conduct. The umpire may call a forfeit if an ejected player does not abide by these rules. 
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Any player ejected during a game will be suspended for the team’s next regularly scheduled game. 
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Any player ejected from two games faces a multiple-game suspension determined by League Executive. Any player ejected more than two (2) times may be subject to suspension or expulsion by the league. 
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Any player using unnecessary rough tactics with the intent or potential to do bodily harm will be ejected.
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Any player throwing a bat because of an umpire's decision will be ejected. 
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Alcohol is not allowed on the league premises during a game. Absolutely no player will be allowed to compete if that player has been drinking or is suspected to have been before the game. That player will be removed from the game and faces possible league expulsion.
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Any "game-time" decision regarding ANY issue should be discussed with the following people present: the league commissioner (if possible) umpire and both Team Captains.
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ONLY League Executive and umpires may stop, postpone or cancel any game due to weather, darkness, unsafe conditions or other circumstances that may jeopardize participant safety in any way, including games in which player behavior is deemed out of control.
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Captains/players are not permitted to dictate a forfeit as a result of argumentative discourse, to ensure fairness, attempt to prevent a forfeit and ensure a legal game.
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Umpires may inspect team equipment at any time (before, during, after) during game-time, for any reason. All bats will be kept in plain view in or around the on-deck area. Team captains may inspect the opposing players’ bats at any time before or during the game. It is the opposing team's responsibility to contest the use of an illegal bat before the first pitch to the next batter. If a player is 
caught using an illegal bat, his/her at-bat will be considered an automatic out. If any runners were on base, those runners will go back to their original base(s). The Commissioner reserves the right to suspend any player for use of an illegal bat.
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Any player deemed by the umpire to not have control of his/her faculties to the extent that there is a chance of physical injury to him/her or others will be asked to leave the facility.

[image: image13.png]


Any player physically attacking or striking an umpire, during or after games shall face expulsion from the league and possible criminal charges.
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Destruction of property, theft or assault before, during or after activity will be handled by law enforcement. Individuals and teams will be held responsible for any damage or theft stemming from their use of the facility.
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A player or team expelled from the league will NOT receive a refund.

With respect to any practice or game (regular season, post season or all-star game) BTSPL Executive Committee hereby establishes a policy of zero tolerance which will be enforced in any situation where a player or captain are ejected from a game or asked to vacate the premises by an umpire or official of BTSPL. The following consequences, while not all-inclusive, shall apply to all instances described above. For those actions not described, the BTSPL League Executive will use these sanctions as a guide for determining an appropriate course of action.

ZERO TOLERANCE INFRACTIONS AND CONSEQUENCES
Use of alcohol or other illegal substances within the complex during games, practices or league events where players are present 


1st 
Ejection from game surroundings and player serves 1 game suspension

2nd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves 3 game suspension

3rd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves suspension for the remainder of the season 

Interference with the conduct of the game resulting in stoppage of play 


1st 
Ejection from game surroundings and player serves 1 game suspension

2nd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves 2 game suspension

3rd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves 3 game suspension 

Foul or abusive language directed toward a player, captain, umpire 

1st 
Warning where warranted or ejection from game surroundings and player serves 1 game suspension

2nd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves 3 game suspension

3rd 
Ejection from the game surroundings and player serves suspension for the remainder of the season
Knowingly allowing a player to play while having a serious injury or creating unsafe play conditions 
Suspension for the remainder of the season 

Captain allowing/encouraging foul or abusive language directed toward a player, opposing captain, umpire

1st
Ejection from the game and 2 game suspension

2nd
Ejection from the game and 5 game suspension

3rd
Ejection from the game and suspension for the remainder of the season 

Striking or bodily assault or threatening of any player, coach, umpire, official or spectator 
Player serves suspension for the remainder of the season; possible lifetime suspension from BTSPL. The offending team may also be expelled if deemed appropriate by the Commissioner. 
Players ejected from the League may return the following year (if sanctioned by League Executive) and play one year under probation; during the probationary year, if no additional valid complaints regarding the player’s conduct are received, said probation may be rescinded.

Ejection from game or practice for any reason other than stated here 

1st
Ejection from the game and player serves 1 game suspension

2nd 
Ejection from the game and 3 game suspension

3rd
Ejection from the game and suspension to be determined 
Communication Protocol for Unsportsmanlike Incidents  

1. Incident is identified. 

2. Umpire-in-Chief reviews incident; speaks with umpire in charge of contest in question. 

3. Umpire-in-Chief contacts Commissioner to report incident. 

4. Commissioner reviews incident. Speaks with captain of team involved; other individuals who may have been involved. 

5. Commissioner and Umpire-in-Chief discuss, review and attempt to resolve matter together. 

A captain, who wishes to file a formal complaint or protest, should put it in writing and email it to the League Commissioner @ avaw@skypower.com within 48 hours of the incident. The League Commissioner Director will respond to the letter in timely manner of receiving it. The Executive Committee’s decision will be communicated in writing by the Commissioner to the involved parties and Umpire-in-Chief. 
